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Consultation on the West Yorkshire Police and Crime Plan 
2024 – 2028

This consultation is a way for you to use your voice and help shape my new Police and Crime plan.  Once completed the plan will set out my policing priorities and the direction of West Yorkshire Police over the next four years.
When I was re-elected as Mayor this May I promised a long-term strategy to deal with serious violence.  Across the country knife crime has risen by 2% in the last year, with Homicides increasing by 5%. While knife crime has decreased by over 10% in West Yorkshire since 2019, these national increases are now reflected here.  Every life lost to violent crime is one too many, which is why we are determined to tackle this as a matter of urgency.
As part of this Police and Crime Plan consultation we want to ask you about what Serious Violence looks like in your area so that we can ensure that your voice is heard. We will make West Yorkshire a safer region for all.
I also pledged to continue my work to eradicate violence against women and girls and have established a women’s safety unit with West Yorkshire Police, working alongside partners to embed the recommendations of the Men and Boys report to ensure that everyone feels West Yorkshire is Safe, Just and Inclusive.
We will work with the government as they reinvigorate neighbourhood policing with 13,000 more police/community support officers nationally and I will continue to hold the chief constable to account ensuring he focuses on the issues that matter most to you.
Using my convening powers, I will continue to bring together local criminal justice partners to ensure a joint understanding of the challenges we face and how we can introduce vital services for our young people to ensure they are seen and heard.
Please can I urge you to complete this survey and tell us how my new Police and Crime Plan can reflect your priorities and bring about lasting change in West Yorkshire.
Thank you.
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Tracy Brabin – Mayor of West Yorkshire


Spotlight on Serious Violence




Definition: Violence and serious violence includes specific crime types where there is the use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community - The specific crime types for West Yorkshire include homicide, knife crime, violence against the person, personal robbery, gun crime, violence against women and girls, organised crime (including county lines), sexual exploitation and domestic abuse.

The Mayor has committed to a long-term strategy to deal with serious violence.  Across the country knife crime has risen by 2% in the last year, with Homicides increasing by 5%. While knife crime has decreased by over 10% in West Yorkshire since 2019, these national increases are now reflected here.  Every life lost to violent crime is one too many, which is why the Mayor is determined to tackle this as a matter of urgency. As part of this Police and Crime Plan consultation we want to ask you about what Serious Violence looks like in your area so that we can ensure that your voice is heard.
The Mayor also pledged to continue her work to eradicate violence against women and girls and has established a women’s safety unit with West Yorkshire Police, working alongside partners to embed the recommendations of the Men and Boys report to ensure that everyone feels West Yorkshire is Safe, Just and Inclusive.
Priorities






Priority 1 - Keeping People Safe - The Police, Mayor and partners will focus on keeping people safe from harmful behaviour, exploitation, and abuse.  We will tackle the root causes of harmful behaviour to prevent such offences as Serious Violent Crime or other crimes against the person, including are perpetrated in the online space.

Areas of focus – Homicide, Knife Crime, Child Sexual Abuse and Child Sexual Exploitation, Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery, Domestic Abuse, Rape and Sexual Abuse, Stalking & Harassment, Female Genital mutilation, Honour Based Abuse, Economic Crime and Fraud, Cyber Crime and Hate Crime. 
Priority 2 – Safer Places and Thriving Communities - The Police, Mayor, and partners will focus on the harmful and unacceptable behaviour that targets the different communities of West Yorkshire through an ongoing commitment to Neighbourhood Policing and partnership working in localities.  It will tackle the place-based crime that damages people’s everyday lives, including burglary and Neighbourhood Crime, anti-social behaviour, and dangerous driving and speeding.

Areas of focus – Serious Organised Crime, Neighbourhood Crime including burglary, robbery, vehicle crime and theft from a person, Crimes against business, Community Cohesion, Countering Terrorism, social and public spaces inc. Nighttime economy, Rural Crime, Road Safety and Driving Behaviour (Vision Zero) and Anti-Social Behaviour.



Priority 3 – Supporting Victims and witnesses - Supporting victims, survivors, witnesses, and those harmed by crime is at the heart of this Police and Crime Plan, helping people to get justice. We continue to ensure all partners and West Yorkshire Police take a victim-centred approach. This improves the engagement, trust, and confidence of victims and survivors throughout their journey. The single most important person in any criminal investigation is the person who has been harmed.

Areas of Focus - Support for Victims of all crimes, Support for witnesses, Reducing Reoffending, Driving Improvements in the Criminal Justice System, Mental Health & Wellbeing, Improving Victims Satisfaction with the Police Service, Drugs & Alcohol, Missing People and Child Criminal Exploitation.

Cross cutting themes






	Safety of Women and Girls 



	The Mayor is continuing her work to keep Women and Girls Safe including safety in the public and private sphere, living free from harm and building strong emotional resilience.  This will include the formation of the first Women’s Safety Until working with the Police.​

	Effective Response to Men and Boys who are victims​




	Our research shows that Men and boys want those that are victims to be recognised and protection for those who are at risk of victimisation.  This cross-cutting theme will ensure that we keep this focus.​


	Children and Young People

	Keeping a Child first lens on every part of the plan was part of the Mayor’s manifesto pledge, ensuring a focus on Children and Young people across all areas.​



	Reducing Vulnerability​

	Vulnerability can take many forms so the response requires different agencies to work closely together to protect people from harm. This cross-cutting theme will keep the attention on supporting each individual in a way which recognises their personal circumstances​


	Equity, Diversity and Inclusion ​

	Celebrating the diversity of West Yorkshire and ensuring that the principles of equity and inclusion underpin all the work we do including working with the Police to embed the Race Action Plan in West Yorkshire.​






Feedback





Please consider the questions below, you will have an opportunity to feedback during your meeting.

· Do you have any comments on the Serious Violence Spotlight?
· Do you feel that the plan, its priorities, and areas of focus sufficiently, highlight the issues concerning you/your organisation?
· Do you have any comments on the Cross-Cutting Themes?
· Are there gaps would you wish to highlight?
· Any other comments.

If you would like the opportunity to provide more detailed feedback on the developing West Yorkshire Police and Crime Plan 2024-2028, please visit: https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/new-plan/
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assessed and green proofed — ensuring that West Yorkshire comes first. | will
implement a Fair Work Charter within my first year in office.

I'm West Yorkshire born and bred. | grew up on free school meals on a council estate
in Batley, with opportunities afforded to me through social security, council housing,

free education and libraries. | know the power of politics to change lives because the

actions of Labour governments changed mine.

I'm not a traditional politician. I'll be a different sort of Mayor. | won't be stuck in an
office, I'l be rooted in our communities and our movement, listening to you. That's why
this manifesto is only the start, it's a direction of travel to show you what is possible
and what we can achieve together. | still want to hear your ideas, share them with me
3t www.tracy4mayor.org.uk/your_west_yorkshire.
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