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West Yorkshire Custody Detention Scrutiny Panel
Terms of Reference (ToR)

Configuration:
The West Yorkshire Custody Detention Scrutiny Panel is convened by the West Yorkshire Mayor, to perform the functions set out in the following paragraphs. 
This professional panel will work with and report into the West Yorkshire Independent Custody Detention Scrutiny Panel when appropriate and at least annually.

1. Purpose
· To scrutinise the conduct and activity of West Yorkshire Police and services working within Custody Suites in West Yorkshire in respect to children and young people under 18 years of age.
· Act as a critical friend to West Yorkshire Police, providing feedback and where appropriate, advice, to West Yorkshire Police and services working within Custody Suites in West Yorkshire.

2. Areas of focus:
· Children and Young People remanded in police custody to court – PACE bed arrangements. Keep the operation of the West Yorkshire PACE bed protocol and national Child Concordat under review. 
· Children and Young People strip searched whilst arrested under investigation for an offence, and those detailed for the purposes of a strip search under section 1 of PACE (Stop and Search).
· Operation of the Appropriate Adult service.
· Use of force on Children and Young People. 
· Near misses involving Children and Young People.
· Understand whether disproportionality in the treatment of Children and Young People in police custody exists. 
· Any other areas of focus requested by the panel and agreed with the Chief Constable from time to time. 

3. Training: 
Panel members will be provided relevant training from West Yorkshire Police around the arrest and custody functions, specifically including section 54 PACE and Authorised Professional practice on Safer Detention. 

4. Conduct of the meetings: 
· The Panel will meet quarterly, where possible, in person.
· The Chair will be appointed via a public recruitment process. 
· A supervisory member of the West Yorkshire Police Custody Policy Team will present data sufficient to allow a full review of the areas being subject to scrutiny at a particular meeting, at least seven days prior to the panel convening.
· Minutes will be taken and circulated with papers, where possible, within two weeks following the panel convening.
· The supervisory member of the West Yorkshire Police Custody Policy Team will take actions and commentary back to West Yorkshire Police and provide feedback at subsequent meetings.
· Strip Search and Pace Beds will be subject to review at every meeting of the panel, with other areas reviewed across the calendar year. 

5. Membership:
The Custody Detention Panel will comprise:
· One Independent Chair
· At least three Independent Members
· A representative from the Policing and Crime Team
· A representative from West Yorkshire Police Custody Services
· Childrens Social Services manager/lead
· Youth Justice Team manager/lead
· Independent Custody Visitor representative
· Defence Solicitor

6. Data Protection Considerations:
· Information Management colleagues from both West Yorkshire Police and West Yorkshire Combined Authority have been involved in the development of the CDSP and are satisfied that obligations have been met without an ISA. A DPIA is being developed.
· Delegates must not repeat content of the discussion outside of the meeting.
· Any written material must be handed back at the end of each meeting for confidential disposal.
· No recording devices are permitted in the meeting.
· Disclosure of information outside of the meeting may result in personal liability of the individual.
· Minutes will be written in a way so to protect any personal information.
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