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BACKGROUND


WEST YORKSHIRE KEY FACTS: 


· Five local authorities of Bradford, Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds and Wakefield.
 
· Fourth largest police service area in England and Wales.
 
· 2.35m people.
 
· 23% of the population from a minority ethnic background.
 
· An economy worth £60 billion.
 
· 22% of the population live in areas defined as the most deprived 10% in England.
 
· Home to 91,000 students based at seven higher education establishments.
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[bookmark: _Hlk88825725]TRACY BRABIN, MAYOR FOR WEST YORKSHIRE: 

· Tracy Brabin was elected as the first Mayor for West Yorkshire in May 2021, and re-elected again in May 2024.   The Mayor has the Police and Crime Commissioner responsibilities for West Yorkshire as well as specific powers on transport, housing and finance.   

· The Mayor is responsible for securing the maintenance of an efficient and effective police force and holding the Chief Constable to account and also has responsibility for commissioning services including services to support victims and reduce reoffending.

· The Mayor must also determine police and crime objectives by setting a Police and Crime Plan and maintains the police fund, setting the Council Tax precept and budget requirement.

· The Mayor consults with and represents the communities in West Yorkshire in holding the Chief Constable to account and works with partners at a local and national level to ensure there is a unified approach to preventing and reducing crime.

· The Mayor has appointed a Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Alison Lowe, and is supported by staff employed by the West Yorkshire Combined Authority.   

Further information on the work of the Mayor and the statutory framework in which the
Mayor works can be found here:  https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/policingandcrime/

The Mayor is supported and scrutinised by a separate Police and Crime Panel. The Panel is made up of 12 representatives from the five councils in West Yorkshire and two independent members. Information on the work of the Panel can be found at www.westyorkshire-pcp.gov.uk
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