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Executive Summary — Economic Impact

« The number of vacancies for jobs in West Yorkshire posted online during week ending 28
August remained broadly static compared with the previous week, based on a 4-week
moving average (national average position also static). The moving average has now been
above the pre-crisis level (March 14 2020) for 18 consecutive weeks and current figure is
39% higher than week ending 17 April.

* In the latest week some occupational categories saw declines in their count of job
postings but there were increases for Sales, Clerical and administrative, Finance and
Hospitality, food and tourism. Most occupations are currently well above pre-crisis vacancy
levels — only Education and Training category is below that level.

« There was little change in levels of activity in West Yorkshire’s main town and city centres in
the week to August 26™, according to Geolytix's Retail Recovery Index. Huddersfield
continues to exceed its pre-pandemic level of activity at 153% of baseline, with the other
four main centres between 74% (Bradford) and 68% (Leeds) of their respective baselines.

« There were 283 business liquidations in West Yorkshire up to the week ending August 24,
based on a four-week moving average, according to data from Bureau van Dijk’'s Fame
database. This represents a 25% fall from the previous four-week period and figures are
now broadly in line with early 2020, pre-pandemic levels.
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Executive Summary — Transport Impact

= Motor vehicle use has remained broadly stable over the last few weeks, just below pre-
pandemic levels, with relatively more trips at weekends.

= Bus use at the national level has increased in recent weeks and locally, weekday bus use
has increased over the school holidays driven by adult, senior and disabled & companion
passengers.

» Rail use locally and nationally has increased in the last month with significant fluctuations
over the August bank holiday.

= While monthly evening footfall in Leeds City Centre remains lower than the equivalent
period in 2019, its higher than in 2020, with month on month increases, reflecting the slow
but steady recovery of the night-time economy.

= The number of walking/running trips in over the summer 2021 are still double 2019 levels
whilst cycling trip numbers have returned to 2019 baseline

= Although the number of flights at Leeds Bradford Airport rapidly increased as restrictions
eased, the number of passengers using the airport in July 2021 was only 14% of equivalent
2019 levels.
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Virus prevalence — West Yorkshire trend

ROLLING RATE OF NEW CASES PER 100,000 PEOPLE West
® England ® West Yorkshire Yorkshire
700 July 2021
peak level

West Yorkshire November 2020 peak level A

West Yorkshire January 2021 peak level

As of the 28" August 2021, the 7-day moving average West Yorkshire COVD-19 rate was 332 per 100k,
4% lower than the previous week. In absolute terms there were 7,794 new COVID-19 cases in West
Yorkshire in the week to the 28" August. In the same period, the England 7-day moving average case rate

0
fell by 7% to 308 per 100k. West .
Source: HMG / PHE Coronavirus in the UK data. Note there is a lag in the very latest data PHE COVID-19 data to account YOEkahIEe
ompine

for all test results to be processed and recorded. Authority



Virus prevalence — over 60s trend

ROLLING RATE OF 40+ CASES PER 100,000 PEOPLE

@ England ® West Yorkshire

Over 60’s COVID-19 case rate in
West Yorkshire now 235 per 100Kk,
exceeding the July 2021 peak

N\

Although the overall case rate in West Yorkshire decreased slightly in the week to the 28™ August 2021, the

over 60s COVID-19 case rate increased by 17% (14% in England). Case rates in the over 60’s group in
West Yorkshire have now exceeded the July 2021 peak.

West

Source: HMG / PHE Coronavirus in the UK data. Note there is a lag in the very latest data PHE COVID-19 data to account Yorkshlre
for all test results to be processed and recorded. Combined
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Virus prevalence — West Yorkshire

Table shows the most recent COVID-19 case data from Public Health England's (PHE) secure data portal. Note
due to reporting delays for comparison between Local Authorities the most recent 5 days are excluded from the
calculations of rates and moving averages.

Case rate data up to:

West Yorkshire COVID-19 Dashboard

28/08/2021
District UTLA | Current case | Percentage | Number of Total Total number Total Crude death
rate per change in | new cases | number of | of cases per | number of rate per
100,000 rate from |inthelast7| casesto 100,000 deaths to 100,000
population last week days date population date population
Bradford 69 307.7 -1 1668 72589 13390 1155 213
Calderdale 11 409.6 % -3 866 24446 11562 335 158
Kirklees 64 312.9 % -8 1381 52227 11835 841 191
Leeds 39 340.8 Qk -5 2722 103863 13003 1414 177
Wakefield 49 329.1 "J} -1 1157 43238 12298 821 234
-y
West Yorkshire 332.3 @ -4 7794 296363 12637 4566 195
e e e ——————————————————————————————————————
England 308.0 ‘Qb -7 174167 5933034 10492 116709 206
West
Cases: Number of people with a positive COVID-19 virus test (either lab-reported or rapid lateral flow test), reported by the spacimen date yorkSh|re
Deaths: Total number of people who had a positive test result for COVID-19 and died within 28 days of the first positive test, reported by the date of death Combined

Crude death rate: total deaths per population. This does not take account of variation caused by different population age structures Authority



National COVID-19 Rates Map — 7 day rolling rate

UTLArate The map (left) shows the Upper Tier Local Authority
& () Missing data (UTLA) 7—day rolling rate of new cases up to 28t
, * O o9 August 2021 (available here).
@ 10-49
;| . “0_ 59 Regionally rates remain highest in Yorkshire and the
3‘:" S 0 i
&? ® 100128 Humber (347.5 per 100k), 13% higher than the

England average.

@ 200-399
@ 200-799

@ =00+ 100,000
population

Case rate per
100,000
population aged
60 years and over

Case rate per

7-day 7-day

Area moving Ch;%ae)./ o, Moving ch;%ae}.l %
average average
East Midlands 358.6 -1.9% 178.7  18.7%
East of England 267.9 -4.6% 122.8 9.9%
London 239.3 -6.9% 142.8 5.7%
North East 324.3 8.4% 216 24.9%
North West 314.8 2.3% 182.9 9.7%
SIRICHR South East 279.3  -126%  127.7  12.3%
South West 379.3  -222% 1653  18.3%
West Midlands 319.6  -36% 1798  18.9%
Yorkshire and Humber 347.5 -2.4% 2219 14.9%
England 308 -6.8% 1655  14.0%
Highest Lowest West .
Contains MSOA names © Open Parliament copyright and database right 2020, Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and yorkShlre
database right 2020, Contains Royal Mail data © Royal Mail copyright and database right 2020, Contains Public Health England data © Crown Auﬁgg&”*—‘d

copyright and database right 2020, Office for National Statistics licensed under the Open Government Licence v.3.0


https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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No change in West Yorks vacancies in latest
week following recent large increases

The number of vacancies for jobs in West Yorkshire posted online during week ending 28
August remained broadly static compared with the previous week, based on a 4-week moving
average (national average position also static). The moving average has now been above the
pre-crisis level (March 14 2020) for 18 consecutive weeks and current figure is 39% higher
than week ending 17 April, when much of the economy re-opened and 20% higher than week
ending 24 July when final restrictions were lifted.

Trend in weekly count of online job postings - West Yorkshire

8,000

7,000

6,000 ,I/\"

Pre-crisislevel

5,000 ! /f\'\,\l/-\\.
4 / L VI

4,000 M \‘\,_J

Uail

3,000 4

2,000

1,000 ‘
0O0000000000000000 00000 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
N N N L L N s s N S E s D s A R R D B A R R A A A A A
OO0 000000000000000O0000O000000000000000000000
aggaqaaaqaqaQaQaQQaaaaaaaaagoaaaaaoaaaqgagaaaa
O = = s S S S 000D 0Nh >>200CCcCOOSs=sSSSZamcCcS55S5S5 00
TOOOmTm 33 LoDV T® TEOQamwm 333
£EE¢?EE%%Q;E%%%%OQZZDD777££EE${§§%%32?£3
PO T RN E O NO TNt O NOCOD IO T HNPDS — o
I -8R0 aC~ oY -aABN820-m 2Rl =C~™TY Vkﬁt.

Source: Labour Insight mm Job postings —4-week moving average yog!b(rf’bﬁleze

Authority



Vacancy growth in Leeds but declines

elsewhere

Four out of five local authorities saw reductions in job postings in the latest week,
but Leeds recorded modest growth.

Weekly count of online job postings by council
4 week moving average
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1,000 -9%
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* Rl m i
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Ew/e 14 March 2020
= w/e 9 May 2020
Ow/e 21 August 2021
Source: Labour Insight m w/e 28 August 2021

-2%

i

Wakefield

Note: a significant number of West Yorkshire job postings are not attributed to a local authority. Movements in
vacancy levels at West Yorkshire level may therefore appear inconsistent with changes at local authority level.
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Mixed picture for vacancies by occupation

In the latest week some occupational categories saw declines in their count of job
postings but there were increases for Sales, Clerical and administrative, Finance
and Hospitality, food and tourism. Most occupations are currently well above pre-
crisis vacancy levels — only Education and Training category is below that level.

Weekly count of new online job postings in West Yorkshire by
occupational category - 4 week moving average
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Furlough use broadly static and modest increase in
return to work as final restrictions lift

With 89.6% of businesses nationally continuing to trade, relatively little changed over recent weeks, the level
of furlough has remained stagnant with 4.3% of workers furloughed in mid August according to the ONS
Business Insights and Conditions Survey, up slightly from 3.7% a fortnight earlier. There does not appear to
have been a significant shift in working patterns as final restrictions eased , with 69% of workers in their
usual workplace in mid August, up just 4 points on a fortnight earlier. There has been a reduction in
companies reporting increased turnover, with only 8.9% a drop from 12.5% from a fortnight earlier. This has
translated into a slight increase of 1.5 points in proportion of companies seeing a drop in turnover — at 30%.

Business trading arrangements, June 2020 to August 2021 Financial status, June 2020 to August 2021
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Business liquidations falling gradually

There were 283 business liquidations in West Yorkshire up to the week ending August 24", based on a four
week moving average, according to data from Bureau van Dijk's Fame database. This represents a 25% fall
from the previous four-week period and figures are now broadly in line with early 2020, pre-pandemic levels.
Nationally liquidations dropped by 14%. Rates have fallen by between 18% (Leeds) and 43% (Calderdale) in
most local authorities in West Yorkshire. Leeds had the highest number of liquidations at 123 and Wakefield
had the lowest with 35 liquidation based on a four week moving average.

Business liquidations / dissolutions - West Yorkshire Business liquidations / dissolutions per 1000
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Source: FAME, Bureau van Dijk, 2021 Source: FAME, Bureau van Dijk, 2021

*Source: FAME, Bureau van Dijk, 2021. Analysis based on company registration address, location of activity may differ
in some cases
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Footfall stable in most town and city centers

Retail recovery index - main urban centres There was little change in levels of activity in

e e | S g West Yorkshire’s main town and city centres in
e " ooy the week to August 26%, according to
14 pn&b lL‘:‘ gt —oter\ Geo!ytix’s Retail Recqvery Index. Hu_ddersfield
12 B ! continues to exceed its pre-pandemic level of

activity at 153% of baseline, with the other four
main centres between 74% (Bradford) and
68% (Leeds) of their respective baselines.

Retail recovery index (pre-lockdown
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Source: Geolytix Retail Recovery Index, 2021
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Motor vehicle usage peaks seen nationally,
public transport use increasing

Motor vehicle use remains broadly similar with weekend usage spikes and weekdays just below the baseline
level, however recent weekdays have shown a slight upwards trend while weekends have been coming
down. Bus usage has been increasing on weekends and weekdays. Rail usage continued its increase in the
last month with usage similar to that of weekday bus. Significant fluctuations can be seen over the recent
August bank holiday.

DfT transport use during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic

Rall patronage proxy increases over
weeks, bus shows little change

recent
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Recent changes in smartcard use on bus
appear to be seasonal

A comparison of data from 2021 with an average of 2018 and 2019 shows that use of MCards and
concessionary passes on buses is following a pattern similar to the same time of year in 2018/2019,
indicating changes over the last few weeks are largely seasonal rather than COVID-demand related. It is not
yet clear why the use of MCards through rail gates dropped and remain below the seasonal pattern, in
contrast to the seasonal patterns of the adult and under 26 / student cohorts on bus.
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Bus use increasing since start of academic
holidays

Overall weekday bus use has increased recently, with all cohorts showing slightly higher usage than the start
of school holidays five weeks ago and the total increasing from 48% to 53% of baseline. Interestingly use
increased from 34% to 39% in the similar period last year.
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Evening footfall in Leeds City Centre is increasing but remains
below pre-pandemic levels

While footfall has increased on weekday and weekend (Friday 18:00 — Monday 05:59) evening footfall has
increased steadily throughout 2021 total evening footfall remains lower than that for comparator months in
2019. Evening footfall is however higher than in 2020 showing that the night-time economy is recovering.

Leeds Nighttime Total Footfall (18:00 - 05:59)
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Number of passengers using Leeds Bradford Airport in
July 2021 only 14% equivalent 2019 levels
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Source: Data collated by ODI Leeds using data from Leeds Bradford Airport FlightAware API (top), and data from the Civil Aviation

Authority (bottom).

LBA Terminal Passengers 2019, 2020 & 2021

Leeds Bradford Airport Weekly Flights Jan 2020 - Sept 2021
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The top chart illustrates the impact of
COVID-19 on the number of flights
departing from Leeds Bradford Airport
(LBA) throughout the pandemic to
date. Although the number of flights
departing LBA has increased
following easing of restrictions, the
number of terminal passengers
(bottom chart) in July 2021 was just
14% of July 2019 levels.
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